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Spring Island, South Carolina
beyond clusters of dark birds
at the edge of sky

hovering

the wind bends yellow

tipped marsh grass rippling around a rim
of sand

uninterrupted waves spilling

one on top of the other
spins into salt

as everything

into sunlight

houses rise like castles

built on sand

each home

an alchemy of conquest

fire

for there is more

hope

light than we can hold
flowing like water

the end always

what we become

in the diffusion of divinity
the blind distance
from a flaming sky
at war

across

light emanates
this is the world

the air is bright and blessed

but the land is bent by hands of fire

burning

where islands dream at the edge of sky

Marjory Wentworth

Marjory Wentworth’s books of poetry include Noticing Eden (Hub City Writers Project, 2003), Despite Gravity (Ninety-Six Press, 2007), and most recently
The Endless Repetition of an Ordinary Miracle (Press 53, 2010). Her children’s story,
Shackles (Legacy Publications) appeared in 2009. Her poetry has been nominated for
the Pushcart Prize four times. She is the Poet Laureate of South Carolina.

158 Appalachia

Appalachia_WS2011_FINAL_11.17.indd 158

11/17/10 2:13:18 PM

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!
Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading America’s longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off
the journal’s cover price.
That’s three years of Appalachia
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues)
for $18 —18% off the cover price.
Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more
Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

Subscription prices valid as of June 2022. Prices and offers subject to change
without notice. For the most up-to-date information, visit outdoors.org.

